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A short chronology of The First Term  

Our Ladyôs has enjoyed many successes this term.  We returned to 

school in August and were delighted to celebrate the fantastic Leaving 

Certificate results which saw 88% of our students go ahead to pursue a 

third level education.  The LCA students also performed extremely 

well with a number of students achieving distinctions and merits in 

this exam.   

September got off to a terrific start with student induction followed by 

the opening school mass and our annual Funwalk.  At the beginning of 

the first term the two Transition Year classes commenced their 

ambitious programme of work for the year.  The group enjoyed a trip 

to Delphi Adventure Centre in mid September.  In general, their 

commitment, dedication and involvement in every aspect of school 

life is set to ensure that they reach their potential and achieve a 

holistic education.  The Junior Certificate Class of 2009 did us proud 

and the excellent results led to students qualifying for the Irish Junior 

Science Olympiad and the EU Junior Science Olympiad in DCU.   

The first term has brought great success on the sporting fields, tracks 

and courts.  I congratulate our hurling, football, basketball and 

athletics teams and coaches on their achievements this term and I wish 

them continued success in the New Year.  Our Ladyôs students 

participated in a host of co-curricular and extra-curricular activities 

and students performed very well in debating competitions and 

additional activities including winning the Goethe Institute sponsored 

prize for ñAn Early Experience in German 2009ò. The school 

production of The Wiz was a tremendous success and all four 

performances of the musical were enjoyed by large audiences.   

In October, Our Ladyôs School Lotto was launched. I take this 

opportunity to thank parents/guardians who subscribe to the weekly 

draw.   Proceeds from the Lotto will be used to offset the cost of 

building a social area for students.  The planning process for the 

building is well underway and we hope that builders will be on-site 

during the summer of 2010 with an expected completion date early in 

the new academic year.   

During a visit to the school by Alan Kelly MEP the ñAdopt a 

Grandparent Projectò was launched.  More than thirty students have 

volunteered to work with the elderly each week.  We look forward to 

cooperating with senior citizen organisations to bring this project to 

fruition.  At the beginning of December the Inspectorate carried out a 

successful English Subject Inspection where all teachers of English 

were praised for the high quality of teaching and learning in the 

English Department.   

The highlight of the year occurred on Monday, 7 December when 

President McAleese and Dr. McAleese visited Our Ladyôs.  The 

displays of students work, the music and the warmth of the Our 

Ladyôs welcome were commended by President McAleese during her 

Presidential address to a spellbound audience in the gym.   This event 

was a memorable occasion for the entire school community.  

 

In conclusion, we look forward to the annual Carol Service which 

takes place in the Parish Church on Tuesday, 22 December at 

11.15am.   

Beannachtaí na féile oraibh go léir. 

Patricia Higgins   

 

Visit of President  Mc Aleese 
On Monday December 7th President Mary McAleese and 
her husband, Dr. Martin Mc Aleese paid a visit to Our 
Ladyôs . The occasion coincided with the Presidentôs visit 
to the Garda College  to mark the 50th anniversary of the 
graduation of the first female members of the Garda 
Siochána. Though the day was really wet and cold, the 
arrival of the Presidential party lifted the spirits of the 
assembled students, teachers and dignitaries. After sign-
ing the visitorsô book and unveiling a plaque, President 
Mc ALeese and Dr Mc Aleese chatted with students, staff 
and members of the Parentsô Council and Board of Man-
agement.  

(Continued on Page 2) 

 

 December 22nd 2009       

   James Newe, observed by teacher Ms Tina Fogarty,   
explains the German display  to President Mc Aleese 
and Dr. Mc Aleese   

 Shane Manton, First Year makes a presentation to 
President Mc Aleese 
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(Presidential VisitðContinued from Page 1)They then 
visited a number of classrooms and spoke to students 
who made presentations on a range of school activities. 
President Mc Aleese was particularly taken by the First 
Year History projects, the exhibition of work by the Art 
students and the Science display. In the German room 
the guests were greeted in the full range of languages used 
in the school and listened intently to presentations made 
by a number of students of German. Of particular inter-
est was a presentation on the Berlin Wall by Frances Ne-
sirky from Glastrigan, Borrisoleigh whose family has close 
links with Eastern Europe.  

  In the Home Economics room,  Irelandôs first citizen 
enjoyed a scone while exchanging cooking tips with Ms  
Caroline Kinane and her students. In the DCG room the 
President observed while students engaged in a video 
conferencing exercise with a DCG subject specialist in 
another school. 

After watching a short digital presentation on school life, 
the President and Dr.McAleese were introduced by Prin-
cipal, Ms Patricia Higgins to students and guests assem-
bled in the GYM. In her engaging and thought-provoking 
address, President Mc Aleese covered a range of issues of 
interest to all present. Not least among these was the 
traditional rivalry between Tipperary and Kilkenny. She 
thanked the students and staff of the school for the wel-
come she and her husband had received and said that 
immediately when she entered the school she felt the 
energy of the combined charisms of the Mercy and C.B. 
S. traditions.  She was particularly impressed by the qual-
ity of the work on display in a range of  subject areas . 
Quoting Yeats, she commented that education is not the 
filling of a pale but the lighting of a fire and she urged 
students to strive to do their best in all areas of school 
life. She was mindful of the difficulties faced by students 
from various parts of the world who were now in the 
school and who, initially at least, might be without the 
support of community and wider family that most of us 
take for granted. 

Following President Mc Aleeseôs   address, Saoirse 
Timmons from Knockinroe who is captain of the school 
debating team thanked the President and Dr. Mc Aleese 
for visiting Our Ladyôs . Saoirse expressed the hope that 
the students of Our Ladyôs would grow up to be the kind 
of problem solvers President Mc Aleese had wished 
young people to be in her inauguration speech in 2004. 

Finally, First Year student, Shane Manton from Lough-

more made a presentation to President Mc Aleese. 

 

Visit of Alan Kelly MEP 
On Monday November 30th   we were delighted to welcome Mr Alan 
Kelly MEP to Our Ladyôs to launch his ñAdopt a Grandparent Initia-
tiveò. Under the initiative, students will volunteer to work for one 
hour per week with senior citizens in the Templemore area and to 
help them in a variety of ways. The aim of the project is to foster rela-
tionships between young people and the elderly. In his address, Mr. 
Kelly thanked the school for the invitation and spoke about his work 
in the EU before launching the programme. 

 It is fitting that this initiative should be launched during European 
Year of the Volunteer and we anticipate that many of our students 
will become involved in this very worthwhile and timely programme. 

Thanks also to Billy Collier President of Templemore St Vincent de 
Paul who attended the launch and to Templemore Town Council 
representatives, Mr. Joe Bourke, Ms.Maura Byrne and Mr. Michael 
Ryan.  

Thanks to Ms Caroline Kinane and her Home Economics students 
who provided refreshments for the visitors. 

Alan Kelly MEP signs the visitorsô book . 
 

Confessions 
On Tuesday 15th all students had the opportunity to 
receive the sacrament of confession in preparation for 

Christmas.  Thanks to Sr. Helen who organised the 
confessions and prepared the students.  Thanks also to Fr. 

Everard and to all the other priests who heard confessions 
in the parish church. 

Carol Singing 
Transition year students 

made their annual visit to 
the Templemore Social 

services centre and 
Pattersonôs nursing home 

on Thursday 17th December.  
The students spent a very 
enjoyable day visiting 

residents and singing carols 
with them.  Thanks to 

Music Teacher Ms Mary 
Minchin and to Ms Harding 
and Ms Kiely who 

accompanied the students. 

PumpkinsðA poem by Kate 
Cole-Baker 

 I rolled down the step 

Bump, Bump 

Walked along the path 

Stomp, stomp 

Grabbed some sweets 

Yum, yum 

Ate too much 

Oh no! 

Not feeling well 

Bluaaa 

Walk back home 

Plod, plod 

Went to sleep 

Zzzzzz........ 
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 Harty Cup  

The Harty team have qualified for  the quarterï final of 
the competition following defeats over Doon C.B.S. 
and Blackwater, Lismore in the first and second league 
rounds. In the final league game, the loss of centre-
back, Dan Mc Cormack through injury was a turning 
point but  we were  still unlucky to lose by three points 
to St. Caimins and fail to top the group. The draws for 
the quarter-finals will be made over Christmas and with 
out luck we have a good chance of facing Thurles 
C.B.S. for the fourth year in a row  at this stage of the 
competition. A full programme of training and chal-
lenges has been planned by manager, Mr. Noel Fogarty 
for the Christmas Holiday period 

Corn Uí Chathain 

After making a promising start to the competition the 
First Year hurlers suffered a heavy defeat at the hands 
of a physically imposing, Colaiste Phobail team in the 
semiï final. After the Christmas break many of the 
players on this team will begin afresh with the Rice cup 
in the New Year. 

Croke  Cup. 

  It took two hard fought games with extra time in the 
replay before Our Ladyôs overcame Nenagh C.B .S.  to 
qualify for a place in the semi-final against Cashel Com-
munity School. 

With the aid of a strong breeze in the first half of the 
semi-final, Our Ladyôs went to build up a lead of eight 
points. However in the second half a strong comeback 
by Cashel reduced the margin to two points. Our 
Ladyôs responded with a well taken John Joe Ryan goal 
to advance to the final against Thurles CBS.  Team 
Niall Bourke, Padraig Hogan, Conor Burke, Paul 
Bergin, Jason Ryan, James Bergin, Matt Stapeton ,Brian 
Kennedy, Tommy Brett, Bill OôConnell, , Colin 
OôRiordan, Jack Fogarty, Dylan Carey, Dylan Moloney, 
John Joe Ryan, Sub Joe Hayden for Jack Fogarty, 
Michael Campion for Paul Bergin.   

 Corn Mac Gabhann ï U 18 ½ Football 

With little opportunity for preparation due to the 
demands of Harty Cup training , this team secured a 
place in the final with a convincing  2-9 to 0-7 win over 
Cashel Community School on December 2nd. 

Our Ladyôs  started off strongly with a well taken goal 
from corner forward, John McGrath. The first half 
featured some good scores from Martin Kelly, M.J 
Carroll and Austin Purcell. Alan OôRiordan capped off 
a busy opening half hour with a well placed goal.  

Cashel fought hard in the second half but Our Ladyôs 
proved stronger throughout the pitch. This was a 
performance filled with heart, particularly considering 
the atrocious conditions, which almost rendered the 
pitch unplayable. There were leaders all over the pitch, 
with the full back line exceptionally solid. Tom Meade 
gave a man-of-the-match perperformance at right corner 
back. 

 

In the final against Clonmel High School at The Ragg on December 
16th an early goal for the High School left us playing catch ïup all 

through the first half.  In the second half Our Ladyôs played some 
really impressive football and reduced to the  deficit to two points 

mid way throught the half.  The superior physical  presence of the 
Clonmel team told in the end but the final score of 1-11 to  0-7 
flattered the winners  and did little justice to the skill and 

commitment displayed by Our Ladyôs throughout the game. 
Commiserations to the team and to mentors, Ms Kay Walsh and  Mr 

Thomas Byrnes. 

  

 Gaelic Games Since the Mid Term 

   Above :Michael John Carroll  supported by Martin Kelly  in action 
in the Mc Gabhann  Cup final at The Ragg on December 16th  

Below : Liam Treacy prepares to take his score. 

Awards Ceremonies 
On Friday 18th December our awards ceremonies for the first term 
took place.  Large numbers of students received bronze and silver 
awards.   These awards recognise achievement in a range of areas of 
school life from Academic Excellence to  Good Citizenship. 
Congratulations and well done to all.We look forward to the next 
awards ceremonies which will take place at Easter when more students 
will receive Bronze awards and this termôs Bronze recipients will go on 
to reveive Gold and Platinum awards. Thanks to Ms Sinead Harding 
who co-ordinates the Awards System with such efficiency. 


