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Editorial Comment 

 Life at Our Ladyôs has been a real roller coaster ride since the 

publication of the last Newsletter at Christmas.  After a somewhat 

uncertain start to the New Year due to the  bad weather, the pace of  

things rapidly gained momentum and  has  continued like this for the 

remainder of the year.   

The usual after Christmas events like mock exams, orals and   

paracticals  were accompanied  this year by a bewildering but highly 

satisfying  array of extra-curricular activities and events to mark the 

25th Anniversary celebrations.  The first event was the Breakfast 

Morning which was attended by a large number of representatives from 

the Templemore Business Community. This was followed by  a very 

interesting Past Pupulsô week, during which we were delighted to 

welcome a number of our former students back to share their  insights 

and experiences since leaving school. 

Seachtain na Gaeilge, Search for A Superstar  and  Art Week were very  

satisfying cultural events that  gave students scope to transcend the 

confines of traditional curricula  and express themselves in really 

creative ways.  

One of the highlights of the year was  the visit by  Morning Irelandôs 

Cian Mc Cormack and John Murray.  It was refreshing  to hear the 

optimism and  confidence of our students as they reflected on the  

ñmood of the nationò on RTE 1 and it was gratifying to get such 

positive feetback from the producers of the programme.  

Life for Transition Year students has been hectic since Christmas also 

and  apart from their coursework they have been involved in a range of 

exciting projects and outings.    As the year draws to a conclusion, they 

can be very  happy that they  embraced the  programme with 

enthusiasm and energy and gained valuable new skills that will serve 

them well next year and in the years ahead. 

The LCA programme too, continues to  prosper in the school.  The 

LCA one class have  recently received their results for the first session 

and the second  LCA2 cohort are set to do very well in their final 

exams in June. 

On the sporting front,  we  have had mixed fortunes since Christmas. 

The Harty Cup almost toppled Ardscoil Rís, the eventual winners and 

our under 14 footballers  won the shield at the Rockwell Blitz. 

Elsewhere in G.A.A., our Rice Cup team were unfortunate not to 

qualify for the knock-out stages and we were unlucky not to have more 

success in other competitions . In athletics there were a number of 

notable successes.  The sporting year finished on a high note with a 

very successful  Sportsô Day at Templemore athletic track and we 

express our gratitude to Mr. Leyden and Templemore Athletics club for 

the use of their facilities.  

We have just said farwell to the L.C. Class of 2010 at lovely 

Graduation Ceremony on May 27th, so, as the end of a very successful 

year approaches, we wish all our students the very best in their exams 

and we wish all our staff and parents a  pleasant and restful summer. 

 Art Week by Louise Delaney 

A busy week for all in the Art room from April 19th to April 
23rd with people rushing around trying to finish off some Jun-
ior Cert Projects, practising for thier drawing exam and gener-
ally putting the finishing touches to some great pieces of art. 
Most importantly, though, we had Art week here in Our 
Ladyôs.  On Monday 19th  Mr. Fin Oô Hara, a professional 
potter from Roscrea came to give pottery workshops to various 
classes throughout the day. He started by introducing himself 
and his craft before amazing his audience by turning a lump of 
clay into a beautiful piece of pottery on his electric wheel. Eve-
ryone present had lots of fun, and learning tricks and tech-
niques from  an expert was really enjoyable.  Since Finôs visit 
many students have been really preoccupied with the pottery 
wheel and  even students who do not take art as a subject have 
been trying their hand in the art room after school during the 
week.  

On Tuesday,  artist and teacher Mr. P.J. Oô Connell visited the 
school and made a presentation to art students in third year, 
LCA, Fifth and Sixth year. Mr. Oô Connell introduced the 
students to a variety of artwork in many different forms.  His 
audience was particularly taken by the work of one of Mr. Oô 
Connellôs students  in which a lightbulb had been fused with a 
lemon. P.J. gave his audience a great insight into securing a 
place in art college, telling us that art colleges are not just look-
ing for pretty pictures. He aslo spoke of the range and viariety 
of courses available to students of art. 

Throughout the week  TY students  have been working on a 
Mural in the school bicycle shed. This will take a bit longer to  

June  2010  

   Peter Oô Connor, Siobh§n Bailey and Kane Madigan at 
the Launch of an exhibiton of Artwork by students of 
Our Ladyôs in the Tony Shelly room in Templemore Li-
brary on April 29th  



 

Haiti Disaster Appeal 
A group of students from  1 NE  raised ú1,100.00 in 
January through a raffle and other fundraising events in aid 
of the Haiti Disaster Appeal. The money was sent to 
Concern Worldwide next week to help with their work on 
behalf of the  earthquake victime in Haiti. First prize of an 
Mp3 player was won by Úna Murphy, Second Prize of an 
Mp3 player was won by Shane Fogarty, third prize of ú20 
phone credit was won by Stephen Bourke and fourth Prize 
of a box of Chocolates was won by David Mc Grath. 

Talk for Parents 
On Tuesday January 26th, Mr Shane Mulhall, from 
The School of Philosophy delivered an interesting 
and thought provoking talk to parents entitled ï 
ñHelping to Create a Responsible Teenagerò.  In his 
address Mr. Mulhall emphasised the use of reason in 
the development of well balanced and confident 
young people. He advocated an approach by parents 
and teachers which is based on negotiation and 
communication rather than coercion or strict 
discipline in their dealings with teenage children. Mr. 
Mulhall acknowledged that this approach is more 
time consuming than traditional approaches to 
parenting but assured his audience that the benefits 
are well worthwhile in the long run. 

Breakfast Morning 
On  Wendesday  January 27th  Our Ladyôs 
launched its 25th Anniversary celebrations with a 
very successful  Breakfast Morning for members of 
the Templemore Business Community. In her 
welcome address, Principal, Ms Higgins spoke of 
the close relationship between Our Ladyôs and the 
wider Business community in Templemore.  She 
acknowledged the valuable contribution of these 
businesses to the education of students of Our 
Ladyôs through the provision of job placement 
opportunities for Transition Year and LCA stu-
dents. She thanked them for their regular financial 
support for extra-curricular events and infrastruc-
tural development in the school. Then, over ñThe 
Full Irishò, served up efficiently by Ms Caroline 
Kinane and her team, the visitors took a little time 
out of their busy day to reflect on the state of the 
state of the economy and to ponder on the pros-
pects of recovery in 2010.  We express our sincere 
thanks to all who attended the breakfast and to the 
Templemore Business Community for their ongo-
ing support and loyalty to the school. 

 

Members of  The  Templemore Business Com-
munity at the  25th Anniversary Breakfast on 
January 27th. 

 Equestrian Success 
 Congratulations Chris Ryan from Borrisoleigh (5th 
Year) who came second in the individual inter-school 
showjumping competition hosted by Rockwell College 
on Sunday Jauary 24th. The winner of this presitgious 
competition came from Armagh. Christopherôs 
achievement was remarkable in a comepetiton where the 
standard was very high.  
Our Ladyôs also joined up with Thurles C.B.S. to enter 
in the team event. Andrea Martin from Clonmore and 
Christopher Ryan competed in this event and did very 
well.  

 At the Launch of   the Art Exhibition at Templemore Library. 


