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22nd October 2020  

Dear Parent/Guardian,  

I write in relation to recently diagnosed cases of Covid 19 at Our Lady’s.  An additional positive case of 

Covid 19 in the sixth-year group was notified to the school by a parent earlier this week.  The school tried 

unsuccessfully to contact the HSE.    As a precautionary measure and in the absence of HSE advice sixth 

year students were advised to complete their mid-term exams at home from Wednesday 21st – Friday 23rd 

October.  

 

We have been informed by a parent of a positive case of Covid 19 in fifth year.  A Public Health Risk 

Assessment is awaited.  The guideline for identification of a close contact in the school setting is two hours 

or more within 2 metres while wearing a face covering.  The period in question is 48 hours in advance of 

the onset of symptoms or 24 hours in advance of receiving of positive result when the individual is 

asymptomatic. Fifteen minutes in close proximity without wearing a face covering will also lead to 

identification as a close contact.   Because of the timeframe involved in the recently diagnosed case at Our 

Lady’s it appears that the criteria for the identification of close contacts may not be met within the school 

context.  

 

Please note that in most cases an individual who tests positive for Covid 19 will be absent from school 

while awaiting a test.  It is important to remember that when a case of Covid 19 is diagnosed the infected 

person “is no longer within the school and therefore the risk of onward transmission from that person has 

been removed from the school setting” (Covid 19: Schools Community Testing Pathway, page 2).  

 

I appreciate that this is a very stressful time for everyone as numbers increase throughout the country and 

indeed the world.  The collapse of the HSE contact tracing system at the weekend has led to huge difficulties 

nationwide.  I assure you that we will continue to follow the public health guidelines at Our Lady’s.  We 

will cooperate with the HSE and forward relevant correspondence to parents/guardians.   

 

I take this opportunity to thank you for your support this term.  Students and staff have worked hard and 

have adapted to ensure that teaching and learning continue with as little disruption as possible.    I wish you 

well for the mid-term break.  May you all stay safe.   

 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 
_______________________________ 
Principal  
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