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11th January 2021 

Dear Student and Parent/Guardian,  

I hope you and your families are continuing to stay safe in these difficult times.    The alarming increase in 

the rate of transmission of COVID 19 is a serious concern for society at large and for all members of our 

school community. The decision to move to online tuition was taken in the interests of protecting human 

health and while nothing can fully replace face-to-face tuition, I am confident that students and staff at Our 

Lady’s will work hard to ensure that quality teaching and learning continues during the period of remote 

learning.  With the imposition of level 5 restrictions and the roll-out of COVID 19 vaccinations, there is 

justified optimism for the future.    We ask all students to do their best to engage with online learning so 

that progress can continue for the next three weeks and that students can move forward with their learning 

without the need to spend time on revision when onsite tuition resumes.   

Students and teachers at Our Lady’s are well prepared for the transition to on-line learning.  Since 

September all classes have been using MS Teams and students have accessed materials, completed 

assessments and submitted assignments using the platform.  There is no simple solution to the current public 

health emergency but the key message for students right now is to focus on their studies to work to  the best 

of their ability.  I urge all students to: 

1) Develop and maintain a good study/work routine.  

2) Engage proactively with remote learning.  

3) Work with teachers to complete course work.  

4) Take regular breaks and exercise. 

5) Stay connected with family and friends.   

6) Avoid the constant barrage of negativity in the media and on social media.   

We acknowledge that there are many and varied obstacles facing students and that circumstances are 

different for everyone.  The time when students are required to learn at home can be challenging as students 

miss their friends, school, and social activities.  To overcome these challenges, we need to work together.  

Please review the attached Blended Learning Plan and do what you can to support your son/daughter to 

engage with remote learning.   

 

The school will continue to provide information for parents/guardians and students using the VS Ware 

texting system and MS Teams.  Please communicate with the school by emailing 

office@ourladystemplemore.ie or by leaving a message on (083) 4408415 if you have an urgent concern.  

I wish you the very best of luck with the period of remote learning and we look forward to returning to on-

site teaching and learning as soon as it is safe to do so.    Beannacht Dé oraibh go léir.   

 

Yours sincerely,  
 

 
  
 

Meánscoil Mhuire, An Teampall Mór, Co. Thiobraid Árainn 

Tel: (0504) 31299 Email: office@ourladystemplemore.ie Web: www.ourladystemplemore.ie 

Principal: Patricia Higgins, B.A., H. Dip. Ed., M. Ed. (Mang.) Deputy Principal: Paul Fogarty, B. Tech (Ed), G Dip Ed  
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Blended Learning Plan 

Schools and teachers will continue to play a pivotal role in supporting normality and routine for students 

during periods where students are learning at home.  To improve the effectiveness of online teaching and 

learning we have developed a blended learning policy which provides clear advice for members of our 

school community.  We are living in uncertain times and the situation relating to COVID 19 is constantly 

evolving.  The following steps have been taken to ensure continuity of learning for all students: 

➢ A Microsoft Office account with designated school email address has been set up for every student 

➢ A Microsoft Team has been set up for every class group in the school  

➢ Teachers and students have received training in the use of MS Teams  

➢ Students have accessed their email and MS Teams account in the computer laboratories at school 

The time when students are required to learn at home can be challenging as students miss their friends, 

school, and social activities.  To overcome these challenges, we need to work together.  Please review this 

communication carefully with your son/daughter. 

Advice for students  

The key message for students right now is to focus on their studies to the best of their ability  
 

Online safety & security  

➢ Students are required to use their designated school email address for all communication with the 

school.   

➢ The student Office 365 account (apps, MS Teams, email address etc) should not be used for social 

communication at any time. 

➢ Students must not share their email account login details with anyone.   

➢ Contact from a person unknown to the student in the real world should not be entertained in the 

virtual world.   

Wellbeing  

➢ Take regular breaks and exercise. 

➢ Stay connected with family and friends.   

➢ Avoid the constant barrage of negativity in the media and on social media.   

➢ Rely on trusted sources for information for example Government of Ireland website, the Department 

of Education and Skills website and communication from the school.   

Be prepared  

➢ Follow the routine of the normal school day 8:50am – 4pm  

➢ Attend all classes  

➢ Have a suitable workspace making sure the background for attendance at online classes is 

appropriate  

➢ Dress appropriately for school and leave your camera turned on. 

➢ Be sitting at your workstation and logged in to MS teams at the designated time.  A student logging 

in late disrupts the whole class.   

➢ Make sure your device (laptop/iPad) is fully charged  

➢ Actively engage with the lesson.  Answer questions that are posed by the teacher and seek 

clarification if something is unclear.   

➢ Eat and drink at the normal break times.  Please refrain from eating/drinking during online classes.   

➢ Use your student diary to keep track of your classwork and homework assignments 

➢ Complete and submit all assignments  

 



 

 

 

 

 

Be respectful of your teacher and fellow students  

➢ Be presentable – dress appropriately  

➢ Be positive and support your fellow students in their learning  

➢ Use only appropriate comments (both written and spoken)  

➢ Send your queries and assignments to teachers during the  normal school day 8:50am – 4pm  

➢ Do not use words or share content that is offensive or inflammatory (this includes, but is not limited 

to language, names or content that is sexist, racist, homophobic, sexually explicit, abusive, contains 

swearing or is otherwise like to cause offence).  If you would not say it to someone’s face, do not 

say it online either).  

➢ Do not ‘spam’ other learners by posting the same comment multiple times or by adding comments 

that are unrelated to the class.   

➢ Be aware of strong language, all caps and exclamations points:  It is easy for written text to be 

misread and misunderstood.  Yes, grammar and spelling matter.  Textspeak can “b gr8 4 ur friends” 

but it is inappropriate for school.  This is an educational setting, use formal language 

Be engaged  

➢ Develop and maintain a good study/work routine.  

➢ Engage to the best of your ability with remote learning.  

➢ Work with your teachers to complete course work.  

➢ Complete and submit all assignments on time. The work and assignments you post must be your 

own work.  Do not copy the work of other students or any other source.   

➢ Complete class tests and assessments honestly.   

➢ Respond to feedback from your teachers  

By doing your best you will feel good about yourself.  The sense of achievement will contribute to your 

overall wellbeing and it will pave the way to the next stage in your educational journey.   

We expect students to do their best, to respect others and to behave in class: 

➢ Inappropriate behaviour associated with online teaching and learning will be dealt with on an 

individual basis as per our Code of Behaviour, Anti-bullying Policy and Acceptable Use Policy.   

➢ Misbehaviours which occur online will be dealt with using the normal ladder of referral and the 

sanctions set out in the Code of Behaviour.  

➢ Sanctions can range from contacting the students’ parents/guardians to exclusion from online 

classes.  

➢ Disciplinary consequences for a serious breach of the Code of Behaviour may lead to suspension or 

expulsion in certain cases.   

➢ Our Lady’s reserves the right to report any illegal activities to the appropriate authorities.   

 

Students are encouraged to communicate with their subject teachers through MS Teams during their 

scheduled class times.  Students should also feel free to link in with their yearhead or the guidance 

counsellor (Ms Boland) during the school day.   

First Year   Mr. Fogarty   nfogarty@ourladystemplemore.ie  

Second Year   Ms Boland   guidancecounsellor@ourladystemplemore.ie  

Third Year  Ms Galvin   ngalvin@ourladystemplemore.ie  

TY    Ms Fogarty   efogarty@ourladystemplemore.ie  

Fifth Year  Mr. Burke  mburke@ourladystemplemore.ie  

Sixth Year  Ms Johnston   amjohnston@ourladystemplemore.ie    

LCA    Ms Quinlisk   mquinlisk@ourladystemplemore.ie  
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Learning from Home  

Support from Parents/Guardians  

At Our Lady’s parents/guardians have always played a vital role in supporting our students to achieve their 

potential.  Now more than ever we ask parents/guardians to be actively engaged in their son’s/daughter’s 

learning.  It is crucial that we all work together to maintain the standards that are well established at Our 

Lady’s.   

We are very proud of our students’ very positive interactions with online learning in the school year 

2019/2020.  Their resilience in the face of current challenges is incredibly strong.  We want to continue to 

do our best for the students.  To improve the effectiveness of online teaching and learning we have provided 

clear advice for students.  Please provide support for your son/daughter by: 

➢ Helping them to establish good study routine  

➢ Preparing a suitable space for you son/daughter to work 

➢ Providing access to a device (iPad, computer, laptop) to access MS Teams  

➢ Ensuring that your son/daughter is logged in to online classes during the school day 

➢ Monitoring your son’s/daughter’s work  

➢ Taking an active role in helping your son/daughter with their learning 

➢ Encouraging physical activity /exercise  

➢ Monitoring/restricting the amount of time your son/daughter spends online  

➢ Ensuring that your son/daughter gets adequate rest  

➢ Keeping open lines of communication with your son/daughter  

 

We thank you for your continued support.  We are all working and learning together at this time and by so 

doing we will get through the crises.  Teachers will continue to communicate with students using MS 

Teams.  Communication with parents/guardians will be sent via text message with a link and the letters will 

be available in the Information for Parents/Guardians section of the school website.   

 

 

Useful resources published by the Department of Education and Skills (DES) and the National 

Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) can be accessed by clicking on the link below:  
 
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/af24b-wellbeing-guidance-documents-for-parents-students-and-
schools/#parents 
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