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Re: Junior Certificate 2021  

Dear Third Student and Parent(s)/Guardian(s),  

Following on from the Minster’s announcement last week I wish to inform you that a school-based 

assessment will replace the Junior Certificate Examination in 2021.  It is expected that the assessment will 

be broadly in line with what took place in 2020 although there may be some modifications.  Further details 

will issue from the DES in the coming weeks and this will be brought to the attention of students and 

parents/guardians without delay.  In the meantime, I wish to confirm the following: 

 

➢ The pre-examinations for the Junior Certificate class of 2021 are cancelled.  Monies already paid 

will be refunded to parents/guardians in the coming weeks.   

➢ Teachers will continue to engage with students on-line to finish course work and to prepare students 

for the end of year assessments.    

 

In the coming weeks all third year students will be required to make decisions regarding Senior Cycle.  The 

guidance counsellor will provide information sessions on programme and subject choice this week and 

subject teachers/programme coordinators will also provide information for students.  Two information 

sessions will take place on Zoom for parents/guardians: 

Thursday, 4th March at 6:30pm   Exploring Transition Year  

Thursday, 4th March at 7:30pm   Subject Choice for Leaving Certificate & LCA  

 

During these sessions, the guidance counsellor and programme coordinators will outline what is involved 

in Transition Year, Leaving Certificate Established and Leaving Certificate Applied.   Details on how to 

enter the subject choice on VS Ware will also be presented at the zoom meeting.  All subject choice and 

programme choice information must be submitted on VS Ware by Wednesday, 24th March.   

 

The Taoiseach announced last evening that remote learning will continue until 28th March for Junior Cycle 

students and that in-school tuition will resume after the Easter holidays. I appreciate that remote learning is 

very challenging for students, but we can take heart from the steady progress that is being made to suppress 

the virus in the country.  There is great hope for the future with the arrival of spring and the roll-out of the 

vaccination campaign.    I assure you that we will continue to do our best to support your son/daughter as 

they work towards the completion of Junior Cycle at Our Lady’s.   

 

Yours sincerely,  

        
 



 


